CURRICULUM VITAE

Seamus Hegarty
Position

2005-
Chair, International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement.  This post is for a 30% commitment of time.  It is an elected post, and I have re-elected for a third three-year term.


The IEA is a grouping of ministries of education, universities and research institutions from 68 countries across the world and is responsible for the conduct of major international comparisons of student achievement.  These cover mathematics, science, reading literacy, ICT, citizenship education and teacher education.  Our flagship studies, TIMSS and PIRLS, are widely used both to stimulate and to evaluate educational reform.  We are a global organisation with headquarters in Amsterdam, a data processing and analysis centre in Hamburg, and study centres in four continents.  We work closely with the World Bank, Inter-American Development Bank, UNDP, UNESCO, the European Commission and the OECD as well as with numerous national governments.

Retired as Director, National Foundation for Educational Research in England and Wales (1993-2005).


NFER is the largest educational research institution in Europe, comprising some 270 staff and running 70-80 research, evaluation and test development projects at any given time.  It has been independent of government, though always working closely with it, since its inception in 1946 and is widely regarded as an impartial source of authoritative research and evaluation data on all matters relating to education and training throughout the United Kingdom and internationally.  It is the only education body to feature in the UK List of the 100 Best Companies to Work For.

Visiting professor at the universities of Manchester Metropolitan, Queens and Warwick; senior research fellow at Trinity College Dublin.
In addition, I have served as guest lecturer, external assessor and doctoral examiner at numerous universities in Britain and abroad. Specifically, this has encompassed: external assessment at the universities of Keele, Leicester, London (Institute for Child Health), Open University and Wolverhampton; and PhD examination at the universities of Birmingham, Cambridge, Greenwich, London (Institute for Child Health and Institute of Education), Loughborough, Manchester, Open University and Ulster, as well as Deakin and Stockholm (public inquisitor).

I have edited the European Journal of Special Needs Education since founding it 26 years ago.  I edited Educational Research for 21 years and serve on editorial/advisory panels for four other international journals.
Work History
      Teacher 1969 - 1975


Researcher 1975 - 1993


Research Manager 1983 - 1993


Director, NFER 1994 – 2005


Chairman, IEA 2005 -


I directed and participated in some 20 research and evaluation projects covering special needs and disability, assessment, ethnic minority issues, professional development and local authority services.  This involvement has typically encompassed every stage from design and negotiation with sponsors through data collection and analysis to dissemination.
Publications
I have written and co-authored more than 20 books and numerous papers.  These cover general issues relating to research and evaluation in education, special education, the management of schools and school systems, quality assurance in schools, assessment and ethnic minority issues.  Several books have been translated into other languages, and various papers and book chapters have been anthologised.  

Relevant information

I have had a long engagement with research and evaluation.

· Conducted cross-national evaluations for the European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, UNESCO and the Van Leer Foundation, as well as numerous evaluations within the United Kingdom

· Advised Italian authorities on school self-evaluation and quality assurance, and the Hong Kong Institute for Education and North-West University (South Africa) on research and evaluation strategies

· Worked with QANU – Quality Assurance Netherlands Universities – as part of a small team evaluating and advising on research in education and pedagogical sciences in Dutch universities

· Served as member of a small team reviewing research at the University of Jyvaskyla in Finland

· Serve as reviewer of research proposals for national research bodies in Italy and Norway

· Advise national authorities in Chile on the conduct of major research projects within the country

· Currently engaged in mapping all aspects of special and inclusive education at the Hong Kong Institute of Education

· Held a Marie Curie Visiting Fellowship at the National Institute for Intellectual Disability, Trinity College Dublin in 2010, since extended to a visiting position at the university 

· Appointed to the National Council for Special Education in Ireland, a statutory body, where I hold the portfolio for research and dissemination.


I serve on the Education Committee of the UK National Commission for UNESCO where I am Chair of the EFA working Group.


I sit on the Advisory Board for the Assessment and Teaching of 21st Century Skills project launched by Cisco, Intel and Microsoft at the recent World Forum. 

Associated activities


I have numerous links with colleagues in other countries and the inter-governmental agencies.  Some relevant activities are summarised below


OECD   Expert/consultant on four projects on disability and special needs education from 1980 through to present.  Advised on development of initiative on new forms of knowledge production.  Organised international conference on role of educational research in mature education systems.


UNESCO   Adviser on special needs issues since 1985.  Prepared paper for Jomtien World Conference on Education for All in 1990.  Wrote global reviews on the Present Situation in Special Needs Education in 1988 and 1995.  Prepared briefing papers and was Principal Academic Adviser for World Conference in Salamanca in 1994.  Wrote report on students with disabilities in Higher Education in 1998.  Led an evaluation of UNESCO’s work in inclusive education in 2003-04.  Chair of the EFA Working Group within the UK National Commission for UNESCO until 2010.  Member of the UK delegation to the International Conference on Education held under the auspices of the International Bureau of Education in Geneva in 2008.

European Commission   Adviser on priorities for Targeted Socio-economic Research in the Fourth Framework Programme.  Recipient of grants for various studies and workshops.  Conducted a formal evaluation of the European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education. 
ISSA   The International Step-by-Step Association is a body supporting early years education in more than 30 Central/East European and Asian countries under the auspices of the Open Society Institute.  I serve on its International Advisory Board.


SEN Policy Options Group   I am a founder member and long-time Steering Group member of this group which acts as a think tank on the policy environment for special education.  We have organised many seminars and produced 15 publications.


Major speeches   I have given numerous keynote addresses or other major speeches to national and international audiences.  Venues over recent years have included Argentina, Belgium, Brunei, Canada, Colombia, Chile, Denmark, France, Greece, Hong Kong, Ireland, Italy, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden and the United States.

CWDC
The Children’s Workforce Development Council has established a Research Advisory Group to support and guide its research activities. I sit on this Group.
Personal
Date of birth - 19.10.45


Nationality - Irish


Education

BSc (Hons) in Mathematics - University College Dublin, 1967


Higher Diploma in Education - University College Dublin, 1969


PhD in Communication Studies - University of London, 1975


Membership of the Institute of Statisticians, 1975 
Honorary doctorates from universities of London, Oxford Brookes and York.  Doctor honoris causa of the Vrije Universiteit Brussel.  Fellow of the College of Preceptors.

Member of the Academy of Social Sciences
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